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SCHRADE: Yeah, my grandfather on my father's slde, end - E
o T
grandmother also. my mother's{side of the familyp the . T

Keil family, was im the baking business, running a bake

shop and a store in Poughkeepsie, New York. There had been
other locations, but Poughkeepsie was the longest and the

last.

CONNORS: Ag far as education goes, did you go to public

schools in Saratoga? é
SCHRADE: Yeah, the same ones my father went toc, and his ;
grandchildren also. My brother's kids went t¢o the same !
school, Publir School Number Four, which of course was o ;

walking distance from our house. And then I went to
Saratoga High School, greduated there in 1942 and, with
some difficulty, did make it into college. I went to
Clarkson College of Technology. My family was reluctant in
sending me to school. They wanted us in the family
business. The family never had very much money, and it was
a very difficult thing to fipance. 2ut one of my mentars.
during that periocd was Dr. Osker Baudisch, who was a N
research organic chemist, who I'd worked with a couple gf
summers in a research lab in Saratoga. He persuaded tﬁe
family that it would be a good idea that I get further .
education. So it finally got warked cut.

CONNORS: Aa far as, say, a high schocol erperience goes,

what were the subjects that particulaxly interested you?
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SCHRADE: Mostly scientific work:|chemistry, physics,

math, I did get:dhe science prize in high school for doing

good work. I don¥€ think it was that outstanding, but it
was good enough to get the prize and decent grades. I was i
really interested in that, and that's why I signed up to 5

become a research chemist. I had worked at it a couple o!

re rex" ;
summers in Saratoga, where there was a state labSTatoryjat Sﬁnuﬁ\"
New Yor k. SHade Reseriatim A
theASaratoga Reservation., We were studying mineral

N
waters. Mineral watera are a wonderful thing about

Saratoga. They're bubbling up out of the fountaing there
all the time. 1It's great drinking water, and it’s
naturally carbonated, and it has a lat to do with the
history of the area.

CONNORS: That's right. Yeah, now that I think of it,
Saratoga wag pretty much of a spa type area.

SCHRADE: Spa, yeah. And the Indians used it for its
medical use. And Franklin Roosevelt alsc went there for
the baths and ta drink the water, bacause he was suffering
from polio. He was the one that inspired & whole state
development during the New Deal days. There wes a lot of
work then for local people, and this great park grew out of

SCHAADE
that. My unclehpor ed there for a long time. He was a New
e

Dealer) avad wona @Mde‘ﬁ WJJW uL (731 .

CONNORS: What kind of park was that.
anJL Sf?b#ﬁ &2S€YUﬂj10¥~
QCHRADE: It's celled the Saratoga%?eservation. There's ‘gf%£,
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the bath houses, there was a theater, a music center, a big

IR 1IN I

swimning poal, gq%‘%courses. 1¢'s still there and very

active. It's a beautiful area just outside the city.

X 1 I

CONNORS: You say your uncle was a New Dealer. What was
the political persuasion of your immediate family?
SCHRADE: ©h, my family was generally conservative
Republican. But this one uncle was the eldest of the 'ri,!

Schrade brothers of my father's generation, who ran the

4

florist shop. He was at that end of the business. He was

— o = =
it s

1
mayorff'PPa couple of terms\pf the city in the thirties as

IR TBIH]

a New Dealar. A much more affable: social -type peraon than
my father or my other uncle. BSo he was sort of the
deviation from the ?;HEIY conservatism, because my family
was vary censervative, politically.

CONNORS: Would you have characterized yourself as having
been conservative in that high school period? Or when you
were coming of agev?

SCHRADE: I don't think so. I hadn't really made any
decisicn of being a Democrat or & Republican during that
period. But generally I was of a rebellious nature, which
led me into very active politics when 1 finally got to
California.

CONNORS: Rebellious in what way, as far ags-=?7

SCHRADE: Well, in schoocl I was not always tolerant of

rules laid down by teachers cr the principal. We sort of
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organized in the echool on some things of & political
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nature and got int® mome difficulty for it. But generally
I got through scﬁgbi without any real problems,

CONNORS: Those things being palitical in terms of world
politics or local pelitics?

SCHRADE: Noc, I don't think that kind of politics was

Teally entering inte school at that point. But generally ’*':it;-
dealing with teachers who were more hardline than they
should be.

CONNORS: You would have been in high school in the--

1§4%
SCHRADE ¢ 'Thirty-eight ta '42.

TRE Y I Ty g

CONNORS: So that would have been the mid-period of the New
Deal. e

SCHRADE: Yeah, and the beginning of the/ﬁ%r, with that
having a pretty devastating effect, with young people going
off.

CONNORS: So you would have been too young to have been
draftable.

SCHRARE: Let's see. No, I was subject ta the draft, but I
had a phvsical disability that kept me ocut. I have very
poor sight in one eye, and I went through two cperations in
order to meke myself eligihle to get into the armed
services, because I felt the need for doing that. One of
my fantasies was being a fighter pilot. Though, whaﬁx}

finally did, I was turned down by £clective Service.fl
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\& rer fe
tried to get into){aritime ﬁervice, and during the )‘ar, I

did do some work #or the army at a depot that started up

there doing rediéftibution of surplus eqQuipment. So I

really didn't do eny service, even though I was of age at
that point.
CONNORS: Was that depot work wvolunteer work ar

something? Or what was it?

A e

SCHRADE: No, 1 was being paid for it. It was a pretly '
=

decent job. -
CONNORS: So it was like a war industries typa of job. =

SCHRADE: What we were doing was classifying eguipment that
was coming back from overseas. In fact, we had the first
contact with the effort on the atomic bomb, bacause
equipment was coming in from the Manhattan Project, which
hardly anybody knew about at that point. But we were
classifying equipment. Then I found out a lot about the
corruption in government, because there wers military
officers who were moving this equipment to thelr own
private domains or passing it off to people at very low
cost. So there was that kind of stuff happening, as well.
CONNORS: Last time, when we were speaking informally, you
spoke ahout having grown up in a Lutheran church. I was
wondering, was that & conservative Lutheran group? I know
that there's & full political spectrum there among

Lutherans. Where did this particular chuxch group fit in?



SBCHRADE: I think 1t was fairly conservative. There wasn't

Y
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any kind of polithlel discussion. But my family was

inveolvad in huilaiﬂé the church and maintaining tha ‘
church. Very strong suppert for it, starting with ay
grandfather.

CONNORS: What was the name of tha church?

SCHRADE: It was Saint Paul's Lutheran Church. My father

hardly ever attended. My mother did occasionally. She was

a more active churchgoer. But we were sent as kids to

Sunday school and forced to do that., It wasn't 2 very

happy church, I remember. It was & very tough place to

be. Finally, we actually changed. My father wanted to
join the MaBons because that's where his business friends
were, and as 8 Lutheran, he could not do both, So we left
the Lutheran church and went to the Presbyterian, which was
a lot friendlier place. We Knew the sextant there, we were
friends with him. I worked with him occasionally on
Saturday as a volunteer and sang in the choir, and the
coach at our high school was & Sunday school teacher. So
it was a lot essier place to be.

CONNORS: What was the name of the Pregbyterian church?
SCHRADE: First Presbyterian Church of Baratoga.

CONNORS: So in Saratoga-- You were showing me an aerial
photograph of what-- I'll have to describe this because we

won't have this in the transcript, but it's a racetrack,
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right?

SCHRADE ¢ Uﬁahuh;;=
CONNORS: And what ls the racetrack?

affirmativel

BTl M I

SCHRADE: It's Saratoga Racetrack. 1It's the oldest track

in the United States. A lot of glamour to it, because it

was a big time in Saratoga, several thousand people moving'y

in to attend, to bring their horges and race them. '"“ﬁzgpg
CONNORS: And your property was adjacent to that, right? .
SCHRADE: Yeah. Well actually it was in the racetrack at F
one paint. In the 1890's, wy grandfather had a growing ;
area in what is now the Saratoga Racetrack paddock where ;

the horses, you know, get organized to go out on the
track. And one of the Whitneye and the Vanderbiltz, who
were big horse owners and racers, got to him and finally
persuaded him to =sell that proporty to the racetrack. He
was able to make enough money off it to buy a larger plece
of property right across the street from what is now the
race track, which is where the family greenhouses and
nurgeries were. And our house was right next to the
racetrack, too, 80 it was something wvery important im our
lives because, not only the excitement of the racing
season, but it was also our playground. We used to race
around the track. Sometimes the track was ice, so we ic:e"‘I
skated around the track. We Jjust thought it was our.

playground, end {t was.
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CONNDRS: Was there betting on the horses there in those
e

days? %

SCHRADE: 1In thoséwhays-- Well, my father and mother

(Ul (o

usually took us out and rented an old farmhouse, really a
kind of primitive place cut in the country, because they -
didn't want us involved in all this, as kids. But timll}. )

we got of age. We stayed in town, we sold newspapers,

Racing Forgﬁp Morning Telegreph., We usually got up very
early in the morning in order to race cut on our bikes to

the stables and to the homes ©of the trainers' owners to get

::
*
&
E
£

those papers out, because they wanted to mtart reviewing
the races and the horses and sc forth. &And so we made a
little bit of money that way. Then, midmorning, the racea
track programss, which listed all the horses in tha
particular races, wera sold wheleasle-downtown. We bought
them, And then we organized ourselves on the key cornerj
very close to the race track, Union Avenue and Nelson. And
cur cousins and my twe brothers, two cousing and two
brothers, arganized that corner, and we maintained it. We
occasionally had to fight off competitors, but we were able
to control all four corners. So we s0ld programg there.
It was our summer monay; it was money for clothes and for
school.

Then we would go into the racetrack. And one of the

great things about it is that we knew the places to sneak
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in. We naver paid to go in the racotrnck:}under fancea,

IR ERTRAL

over fgncea, and &fmth. Wo would get out into the

center field area, snd as soon as the race was on and a lot

TR T

of erxcitement, we would bolt across the track intoc the

grandstands. And that was the &ay when there were hooki‘

in the stands, and you could bat a quarter or fifty cantl :

on a race--which wag our limit--with a bookie who would be :%15
sitting there with his own particular odds. It was before ;
pari-mutuel, so it was kind of all these independent N
entrepreneurs as bookiles, hefore the real system. But it é
was a very exciting period. The racetrack was scxrt af the ;

center of our lives for a long time.

CONNORS: Were you at all aware of or familiar with what
the New YOork labor movement was doing in that peried?
SCHRADE: NKo. Through my high school days and into
college, I didn't have much sense of that. The only time
that 1 knew anything about that was a friend of mine, Jean
Loop, lived near the high school, and we palled arcund a
lot together with scme other guys from high school, and her
house sort of became the center of our activitias. Her
mother rented rooms, and one of the persons she rented to
was a guy named Calman Cheney, who was a professor at
Skidmore College and a socialist. I think he ran with
Norman Thomas a couple c¢f times, cnce at leest as a

lieutenant governor or something, or on the state ticket as

10



a socialist candidate. And occasionally CIO [Congress of

R T rrreaer |

Industrial OrganiéS}ions] organizers warking to organize

the mills up the Nudson Valley would come through. I

1 I

remember gessions with them talking about that. But that
wag about the only real contact, except maybe reading ahout?ﬁ
it in books in high school. :
CONNORS: What sort of milla were up therse? o .§é
SCHRADE: Aall kinds of garment kXnitting mills. In fact, %
the Van Raalte éfii was the big mill for many ysars in ;
Saratoga. .;;; closed. But there are a lot of mill towns i
up through the Hudson Valley, Mechanicaville [New Yark], ;
stillwater [New York]l, end through there. And, they were

algo in the Massachusetts area as well,

CONNORS: Yeah, that's right., The wastern part.

SCHRADE: Yeah.

CONNORS: Ycu mentioned earlier Oskar=--is it Baudisch?

SCHRADE: D%akar Baudisch.

CONNORS: And you said that he was a strong influence or

mentor type of person. Tell me more about him.

SCHRADE: Yaah, he was a-- I really don't remember how we

made contact, whether it was through school or just my

fleol Yol Stnbe
investigating the laboratory at thestatas Heservation. But

in any event, he was kind of an old-world Viennese
character, played tha violin, liked good food and etuff,

but was a very important scientist. He was the person who

11



discovered that the lack of cobalt as a trace elemgnt in

2081 111 k4

the grass in Anstga}ia was killing tha sheep and was able

to persuade the Australian government that this was the

cause of This, I think, was in the thirties. He waB
b3

doing a lot of research on trace elanents,i:g'very tiny, o=

[t I i'l‘llll

tiny portion of a particular metal or scmething, that wes
very important in human growth as well as animal and plant m:};;,
growth. Higs job at the state reservation started as 8

regult of«- What was tha name of the family? 8ig finance

family, family in American finance. I°'ll think ©f it.

O 'AE NI B

Thay put a lot of woney into the state lab because of him

work. Who was they guy who sat on park benchas and advised
(ggE(;AAJA Banuwchs . The {af- 'Siﬁa““J“*

hp
g

SCHRADE: No, it's not Rockefeller. Anyway, he was

on finance? Anyway-«=-

CAONNORS: All I can think of 1s Rockefeller.

investigating the value of mineral water for madical
purposes. Were there elements there that, through mineral
baths, would penetrate the skin and affsct bodily
functions? There was alpo &8 discovery that there wae
radiocactive material in Saratoga mineral water. 8o he
asked me to come down and work in the lab over summer at
fairly decent pey, which is better than selling newspapers
and racetrack programs and more in the line of what I
wented to do. I wanted to test out leb work to see if it

was really what I wanted to do. So we would take samples

12



of bathwater bafore a person got in the bath and after a

person &3 1o lagg f there waa any change, daoing wery

intricate measuremsnts this way. His theory was that there

was some transference. I don't think there was any real
conclusion resulting from that. He moved an to cther woqv'
afterwards., He was out at the Beripps Institute during'éh.7ﬁ 
late forties, early fifties, and then died. So?ﬂae was the ‘

kind of person, very friendly, very open, like my

-

grandparents wera; in a way;but much wmore open and

-dF B

interested in what I was deing and very helpful.

Wk i

CONNDRS: Which grandparents?

SCHRADE: COn my mother's side, my grandfuther,lJQmwumuwv Keal
CONNDRS: These are the bakery--

SCHRADE: Bakary pecple, yeah. Better educated, interested
in things I was interested in, and very helpful to me, I
think. He was a good advisor, sort of my mentoxr during
that pericd.

CDONNORS: How did you connect with him in the first

place. Wes it just through a job situation?

SBCHRADE: I think Eo. X think it was possible that-- My
best recollection is that the teachers in high mchool knew
sbout this job opening, and I went down and met him and was
accepted. 1 worked thore two summers.

CONNORS: It just occurs to we that you're in this kind of

a CGerman milieu. Pid you speak German? Did you take that

13
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in high school?
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SCHRADE: No, y. I did take it in high school and was

learning to at leapt read and write German. In fact, the

German teacher was one ¢f the othar persons that was very
influential in stimulating me to continue studying German
but 8lsc in going on to college. She was Ruth Johnson.
Sha's still alive back there s8¢ I g9¢ her occasionally.
CONNORS: Did your grandparents speak German?

SCHRADE: Yas, both. Well, I didn't know my paternal

grandmather. She died bsfore I was born. But my

<

-
-
=
=
&
=
E

grandfather did, my mother did, my father d4id only a
little, but my grandparents on the maternal side alsc spake
Germen, and my aunts and uncles did. But then it was
dropped. There was some antagonism against the family and
friends of the family during World War I. Thers wasn't so
much during World war II. I didn't really feel it in high
school at all.

CONNDRS: Was there a sizeahle German comnunity there in
Saratoga?

SCHRADE: Not sizeable, but there was a group 0€;£:$E&E < (
that used to get together. I had a great-unclejwho was
there and three or four families we used to visit or get '
together with out at my great-uncle's place. He was a

celery farmer. I used to joke that he grew the most

succulent celery in upstate New York. And it was a large

14



celery farm. But part of his operaticn was that he would

sawaer beds of Saratoga and use it as

4 1wl -

take material £ro

fertilizer. Of , it had bean brokén down and was

T 1

gafe and that gort of thing. But it was kind of a vision
when you think the zewage of Saratoga provided great, jui v 2
celery. k
CONNORS: This was obviously before you were born, but you ‘}&?‘i,ﬂ

must have heard that there was a problem during the World

p
War I period. Was it a discriminatory thing7? Or was it :
x
catcalls on the strest that, you know, “You German“--72 I
=
SCHRADE: Yeah. Yeah, and accusations and some real =

harassment of one family I remember reading about, friends
of my family, who were really harassed by other pecple in

of N I‘PQ.M ry fc.l'tf‘l-d.e_-
the community. And I remembsr, too, my grandfathe;ﬂparried

his housskeeper at one point, and her kids ;;h;nother

marriage were under investigations being members of the
v Alew Ugude, Cey

German-American Bund A And I think they were, in New

York. And the FBI was around checking on them. But that

didn't create any public problem at all.

CONNORS: But that would have been in the thirties with the

Germen-American Bund.

SCHRADE: No, it wes either before or during ths war,

CONNORS: ©h, during which war?

SCHRADE: World War II.

COMNORS: Weorld War II.

15
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SCHRADE: Ysah. FProbably beforshand. Was tha Bund

U0 TTHREEE

operating durinq“' war?

CONNORS: Bu?d was operating here in this country, I think

N

up to the /ar. Then ! don't know=--
SCHRADE: Probably, then got aquelched pretty hard. It
have been, uh, you know, just--

CONNORS: I know it flourished likse, say, in the mid-

thirties. :
-
SCHRADE: Yeah, and thars was a lot of anziety in the ’
"
family at that point. We didn't know too much about it. I -
*

kaow the FBI was up in Saratcga investigating her and her
kids. Her sons were cld enough to be in the Bund. One
other track thera, again, the Priester family--Frank and
Gretel Priester were an aunt and uncle of ocurs--she was the
sister of my paternal grandmother from the Mohr family in
Germeny. And 1 remember my father, when he was very ill
and died a few years ago, talked aboutﬁmtel saying to

 Henry Schirode Reou15€-

his father, my grandfatherp that her aisteiAyould like to
L

CD : ‘A!*"$;1coma aver from Germany. And my grandfather at that point
: by v

v
jw %

sent seventy-five dollarz over, and she came over, and a
vear later they were married. $So I'm sure that'a one of
the thinga that was going on during that period, that sort
of maill-order arrangementg were being made to bring people
ovar who ga:f:bmpatihle and also to help scomebody out in

tha old country.

16
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CONNORS: But that wam the form of connection with the old

-
-
-
—_
-
-
=
-

country? 1It walé‘ that your father or grandiather, say,
go back there at 811 ¢€o visit?
SCHRADE: I think he did, Both my grandparents, sets of

grandparents, want and visxited. But my father never did,
my mother never did. We still talk about that,
occasionally. But it was ons of those connections. oy

CONNDRS: Where in Germany was that?

s,

SCHRADE: Southern Gerwmany. Let's see, my maternal

grandparents were from around a town called Frankenberyg,

B Ginnabl L,

and my paternal grandparents were from around Stuttgart.
St & hag
I've not been over there, either. My younger sister Ag baen
;BM| -
and visited, and her son,\who graduated from University of

Pennsylvania 2a coupI:’;aars ago, is working in West Berlin
now for-- And he spent a year over there living with a
German family &s en exchange student. So he's fluent in
German, and is probably the only one in the family who
still is. My mother does speak some German, but he's
probably the onlyjone.

CONNORS: Just staying on the lumigration side for a
minute, when both sides came over, did they immediately end
up in Saratoga? Or was there a kind of a Journsy for a
generation getting there.

SCHRADE: My maternal grandparents wound up in New York and

ran a bakeshop there and then wers in Saratoga for a short

17
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period of time. !hat 8 where wy fathar and mothar met

TN IR E IR

first. Then thay. Qved into Poughkeepsie, New York, and
that's whare they sattled, where I knew them, from at least

IR

tha thirtiesz on. My paternal grandfather came over in the

Y

early 18908 and worked around New York and New Jersey,

0"
working for florists regnhouses, and than moved to

Saratoga. I guess my father told me that he came up during LR
the racing seasan at one point and was working getting
planting and some flower arrangements and that sort of

thing done. He thought it would be a good place to set up

Hal @ o elmkd R o Al

a business.

CONNORS: So he was able to gsave enough money to set up his
own business?

SCHRADE: Well, thay started really from scratch, really
scratching it out of the ground. There weren't greanhouses
immediately. They had what were called sash houses, which
were dug into the ground and then just glass panels, frames
leid over tham to protect them during the winter and
covaring them with dried leaves during the autumn to keep
things. It took & long tima. In fact, the family business
was supporting my father and hias two brothers and my
grandfather for a long time in a very limited way. My
grandfather seemad to do better. He went to Florida in the
winter. A very dapper guy. My father was generally the

one who stayed back in Saratoga, took care of the

13



graenhouses and did the shit work, sho@aling coal and

keeping the greéﬁggyses going through thirty, forty
{de;;:zsl below [;ziol winters and stuff. My two uncles:

T IR IR

onejwas in charge of the nursery, which is mainly a Bpring,'g

(T

summer, fall, busine::, and would go to Florida in the
v
winter. My Uhcla who becams mayor of the town ran the

Btore. But the tough work was really by my father. He g

finally took over the busineizﬂpeavily in debt after my
grandfather died. It was just loaded on him because the

other brothers were not contributing wmuch and were taking
———

more than they should have. 309 my father and mother

IRIB B T T

really ground it out over the years to get the business out
of debt, and did, but never really made much money on

that. It was a tough way to live and one cof the reasons
why 1 think none of us in our generation are in the
business.

CONNORS: On the bakeshop side, how big of an ocperation was
that? Did your grandfather hire help and that sort of
thing?

SCHRADE: Wall, he had one son working with him, and my
grandmother did the store, and usually about two helpers.
There were about four, I don't knag;?ow to compare it in
size, but it was a ragular bakeshop:|a store out in the

front and the bakeshop b¥GK in the-{rmck
CONNORS: I was just thinking of the German connection to

19



the Bakery and Confecticnery Workers, and I was wondering

TR AN QK3

if there was any-!'t of a--
SCHRADE: Unionization?

CONNORS: Probably be too small of a shop.

X =
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o
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SCHRADE: Too small, yeah. Because my grandfather was a

hard worker, too. He'd get up at two in the morning and -

work till nine or ten getting the stuff out. Both very
tough businasses. i
The only other business I got to know about was my

uncleg Jim 5iro. He was in the nightclub and restaurant
e ol
business. He was married to my father's sister. She was
T Sire
mny godmother, Aunt Louise. ,\}r' Greek immigrant, bus made it
-
with Billy Rose at the Diamond Horseshoe in New York, which

ol -l MR

}%ﬁl very famous 014 nightclub at the Paramount Hotel.

When I was going to school in New t::;: I would viopit with
them, and they would come to Saratoga. He also was the
maitre d' at a place called the Brook. This is one of the
fantastic things about Saratoga. There were these very
upperclass kind aof nightclubs in the summaer. You know,
formal dress, ganbling, crap tables, roulette, and so
forth. Really big time gambling. And he ran the food side
of the Brook mainly and stayed with uas, generally. & lot
of fun and very emoticnal, much wmore than the Germans in

our family, but always good to us as kids and so forth.

I got really friendly with him and worked for him a

20
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couple of aumaarslft the restaurant}phat he set up in
:"I:-."— o WA

quit Hilly Rose and decided TO goO

T TR EEL

Saratoga. Ho f

into business for himealf. And right next door to our

family home in Saratoga, he bought this old frame house andjf
mede m restasurant out of it, which bhe ran only during tha .
summer, during the racing season, for four or five weeks,

and was able to make $25-30,000 thousand dollaxiclear in a o

¥y -

menth, which was good money in the forties. So 1I'd work
with him-- Let's see, 1t was one summer, I guess,

{tape racorder off]
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CONNORS: You were talking about your uncle.

SCHRADE: My uncle, yeah, \q?qfere fairly close and-- Let's
see, it was the sunmer of 2§6fwhen the critical perieod in
our relationship occurred. I had a job at a hotel--I was
et school frowm '42 tﬁ ‘44 and took off time to work and got
a scholarship at Yale University and spent the '46-'47
academic years there. After that, I had a job at a hotel,
but my uncle came to town and said, "Lock, I'll pay you
more and you can learn samething about the business, and I
need you. And I need somebody I can trust.” What I was
doing, my job was cashiaring and also taking care of the
liquor and wine supply and checking on the walters and
keeping control of a lot of the food end the booze, becauss
those are where the big problems are.

He brought in a crew of generally Greek waiters from
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Naew ¥York who wera raally great people, 8 German chaef, and I

naver really hadn"x real problems with tham. But there's

one trick I lsarndd that waiters use and 4id a lot at the

racetrack. They'd have a bunch of chacks. They'd take the il

big chacks, and if they see a group of pacple not too
attantive, will present the big chaeck to a emall check
table, collect off that, pay the small check, and go back
nndﬁaﬁgsthat big chackialech ia one of the ways of making
g little mora money. But nothing like that ever occurred
in the restaurant. It was mainly just hard work.

What I'd da 1s go to Albeny with him--it's about
thirty miles south; it's the state capitol--and go buy meat
with him. It was kind of interesting to get into that
aspect of the business. He served the best food in town at
that polnt. And that's what he wanted. He hated nightclub
work where he was working with Billy Rose. He wanted to
sarve good food. S0 he attracted all the top gamblers and
horse owners. Liz Whitney waas constantly thera, and her
parties drank more ch:igagne than I had over seen flow.
one of the aspects of labor movement, I found out about at
that point, was that Phil [Phillip] Murray, then head of
the CIO, was a real horse race fanatic.

CONNDRS: No kidding.

SCHRADE: He would arrive with a cbaufteur-driven limousine

at my uncle's place and eat alcone every night for two weeks
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avery sumner. A vary quict pereon. That was in "46, right

P PR IRt

@ in the CID. But I didn't have any

real relationship w¥ith hirm and didn't ever talk tc him, but

it was my first imaggﬂL£ a trade union leader, which I i
didn't find offensivelat all. He was living a little . 3
higheryl think, than most labor leadera did at the time. :
But he was thare. T -

CONNORS: This is when you were at CIarkgoqhis that
~

right? Prior to gaing to Yale?

SCHRADE 3 _H%L‘when I worked that summer for him, I had just
& gune

spent i?ﬁ?éﬁfjat Yala University. I ot into a real

problem with the family because I had worked two years at

w1 wpsbr |

Clarkson in chenistry and then a year at Yale in
chemistry. And at Yale, I was really beginning to be
affacted by the outside world. Here I had been living kind
of a closed life in a small town, upstate New York, very
conservative family, and then went to 2 fairly conservative
college up near the Canadian border, kind of isolated.
CONNORS: That's Clarkson.

now
SCHRADE: Clarkson College of Technalogy. It's mod—
Clarkson University, I understand. Never anything really
important in the way of politics. Although, I did, at
Clarkson, join the Neutral Club, because I was sort of

antifraternity. It was a group 9©f guys that didn't want to

join fraternitiss, or maybe couldn't. But at leaat we had
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this antifraternity idea, But when I went to Yale

University, it ith the help of Dr. Oskar Baudisach,

again, who had oc;iitacta there. And after visiting, I was

able to check out the whole system there. And was able

a
through scholarship--and that was because of Baudisch's

intervé:tion that 1 got a fairly decent scholarship on
tuition--and two jobs and a long-term loan and with what o f__
money that my family could raise and what I could work for,
I was able to just skin through. But when I was there, I

began to understand that the university was mare than

LA &l -16dd B+ A

ressarch chemistry.
b

one of my jobs was working for F{S4C. Northrop, who
was aone of the outstanding philosophers in the U.S. I
worked in his office generally helping work a—-menuzeript
through on his book The Meeting of East and West and got
reading some of the stuff. And I began to say, you know,
there are other things in this world besides chemistry. So
I began monitoring philosophy classes and some political
science classes. And Harold Lask]l came, who was a visiting
fallow in cur dormitory at Silliman College [Yale
residential college), and we had seminars at night. One of
my jobs was elso working at the library there. Actually, I
had three jobs, I guess. I also worked at a chemistry lab

where we were testing blood of people who were

alcoholics. It was during the first period when alcoholism
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was being considered s disease. We were checking alcohol
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levels of blood 4l so forth, and I was running the tests

on that. Anywey, "began to become mora interested in

LR 1 1

politice and philosophy.

There's one other big avent., There was a rally in
Yale hockey rink with Paul Robeson's wife [ﬁglanda Goode - *F "
Robeson], and Harold Ickes. It was during the days when : :ﬁvg
there was this fairly left to liberal group of theﬁscieﬁcq;,
professiaona and something or another. It was a left-wing

group holding this rally. I got interasted in that and

went to it with some of my friends. And during that
periocd, I began deciding that chemistry was really not-- I
didn't want to continue into chemistry as & career and
dacided to back off and bhegin getting into philosophy,
economics, and politics, and arranged to change my wmajor
for my senior year. I began looking around whether Jobs
might be available. I didn't really spot anything, but I
decided that at lesst in my senior year I would adjust all
this.

My femily were really cutraged by this, my mother and

father.
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CONNORS: Just jumping back & minute, you had done two

years at Clarkson. So when you went to Yale, did you enter )

Yale as & junior?

SCHRADE: As a junior, yeah.
CONNORS: So you had full credit from Clarkson to tran=fer
it to Yale?

SCHRARDE: Yeah. My gredes wera rgasonably good, not
great. But in those specialties they were good encugh--
chemigtry, physics, and math. 50 I was able to make the
shift pver.

CDNNORS: Just before we switched the tape, you said that
your parents were a little bit outraged that you were
changing your major. Now, there had been a gusstion as to
going to college in the first place, right?

SCBRADE: Uha?uh. [affirmative]

CONNORS: You touched on that, but what was that--?
SCHRADE: Well, their vision was that I was going tc be a
reggarch chemist and this was where I was headed, and all
of a sudden I'm into economics and politics end not really
with a career goal in hand. I felt that I had ta get into
other areas of etudies so that I knew what I wanted,
because at that point I was rejecting chemistry as e way

and wanted something else and was very opened up by this

26

o

E=
-
-
-
£
v

PRI %



b

whole experience at Yale University. And thay didn't

-~
*
-
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understand that.ﬁ:

it was a vary difficult conflict for

us.

And then, what compounded it was that two weeks sfter
I started working for my uncle in ths restaurant, my fathgr
and uncle got into an argument. And at that point, fanixi
loyalty was brought into play, and 1 was supposed tO qQuit |
him because of this dispute. I dan't remember exsctly what
it was, but it wasn't very important, at least to me. My

Laonand
did. So that created scome more problems for us. l-\grgﬁéww“,

,:Ya.dct
Well, during that summer, my brotherpand af friend)af
T g ~ e
ours organized ourselves into a departure from the family

»
uncle wanted me to continug and I wanted to continue, so I §

and from Saratoga. I decided that it was time to take off
from school and not press that question with the family and
to go and work and make encugh money to go back to school
on my own to decide what I wanted to do and finance it
myself. So we chipped in end bought a jsep, a surplus
jeep, for a several hundred bucks, and a little box
trailer, and got the camping equipment. We just moved out
at the end of the summar.

CONNORS: This is the summer of what year?

SCHRADE: Of '47. So we left early September and just took
off. The family wae very upsat about it. We tried to

explain that we had to get out and find ourselves and do
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it. They didn't understand that, because my brothar wam

working with my fothar in ?he greenhoﬁsea and sort of g
B b [ A LN/ s

left. My oldexr hro&hax/had tried to work with my father in .=
P g :

the greenhouses and thay couldn't stand each othar. My
older brother, wha had trained in horticulture and gone o &
college and was better able to really get into the }“
business, he and my father never really got along. He had
rebelled at one point end took off and lied about his age

s 1Bk

and went to the Naticonal Guard and wound up in military

service after that, whan the war started. $So therae's all

NETE Y I ]

these conflicts within the family. But we just decided to
take off. We hesaded for California with no idea what we
were going to de, but just look for work and try to make
it.

CONNORS: Why California? What was the lure?

SCHRADE: Well, in a way, a very romantic idea abkout going
out and panning for gold and working in lumber camps and
things like that and just getting out that way. We did pan
gold, and we found gold--not enough to live on, but half an
ocunce or something like that.

CCNNORS: Where was that?

SCHRADE: Up in Northern California, Coloma, Placerville
area.

CONNORS: Is that where you went directly when you got the

jeep and the camping gear?
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SCHRADE: Yeah., That was our first place whare we stayed

A | f

any length of timé. We really movad across tha country in
8 matter of dayt{ﬂ-x

CONNORS: DPid you take the northern route, then, through
Chicago?

SCHRADE: Yeah, Chicago, and though, as 1 remember,

Nebraska, Kansas, Utah, and Lake Tahoa, through that

area. Wonderful trip.

CONNORS: And did you camp the whole way?

SCHRADE: Camped all the way, yeah. The first night was

'R RE. B ]

outside Buffalo. It was the worst camping experisnce we
had. We wound up near a junkyard, & trash area alongside a
rallroad track. We were only about twenty fest from the
track, and we didn’'t know this because we camped at
night. We decided to check ocut the camping site a little
better next time. A lot of the time, we just drove
through. We'd spell each other driving and often drove
through the night.

CONNORS: This was in a jesep.

SCHRADE:; In a jeep. Open jeep.

CONNORS: Sc that the suspension on a jesp is really
terrible, I can imagine.

SCHRADE: Well, my worst experience was gaing through
Nebraska and Kensas, becausa I had a terrible hay fever

problem in wmy hometown. And going through that period when
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